
Chair’s Letter Autumn 2017 AGM 

Dear Members 

This is my last letter as Chair of Kent group. After nearly seven years, it's time to hand over 
to someone else. We do have a very able candidate for the post in Philip Oostenbrink, who I 
hope you will elect at the AGM next month. Philip is already our National Collections 
Coordinator, as well as his day job as head gardener at Canterbury Cathedral, so I know 
he's going to be busy! He's also a National Collection Holder with RHS medals, so he really 
knows Plant Heritage well. 

Both nationally and locally, Plant Heritage is in a period of transition. Nationally, we are in the 
process of rebranding, to strengthen our image in the mind of the gardening public, and to 
enable us to adapt to the changing demands of life in the twenty-first century. As part of this 
exercise, we are going to change our name officially to Plant Heritage, so we will no longer 
have to remember what the initials NCCPG stand for! 

Here in Kent, we are also trying to modernise ourselves. For example, the newsletter will 
now come to you electronically, unless you don't have an email address. This will save us 
money, and enable us to produce a more varied and, we hope, a more interesting 
newsletter, include colour photographs. Space will not be a problem, so we can bring you as 
much news and information as we have. 

We are also changing our meetings format to include more activities and workshops, which 
we hope will attract more members and friends. Attendance at our meetings has been in 
decline for some time, so we knew we had to make some changes. I realise that some of 
you prefer our talks to workshops, and we are trying to find ways to please everyone. This is 
not an easy task, as I'm sure you'll appreciate, so please let us know what you want. The 
two workshops we have held so far were very successful, and much enjoyed by those who 
took part. If you have any suggestions for future meetings, we want to hear them. 

For the first time, this year we joined the Plant Fair Road Show, a cooperative of nurseries 
and societies that organises plant fairs around the south east. We were quite successful, but 
we need a small team of members who can bring plants and help on the day. My car isn't big 
enough to carry the number of plants we could sell, so with more transport we could expand 
and raise more funds. Please contact me if you'd like to help. I can find space in my garden 
for more plants, or we could keep some with other people if anyone would like to take 
custody. 

I have enjoyed my time in the Chair of Kent group, and I hope I have helped to promote our 
interests. I am very grateful for the hard work of the other members of the committee, past 
and present; I have been the public face but we are a team. I thank them and you, our 
members, for your support of our important work of conserving our heritage. 

Best wishes, 

Jude Lawton, Chair, Kent Plant Heritage 



Tell us what you'd like! 

We have quite a range of age, fitness and preferences in Kent, and we would like to find 
activities for all tastes. Clearly, we can't please everyone all the time, but we really to want to 
get as close as we can to that ideal. 

Please tell us what you enjoy. We cannot promise to comply, but we can promise to listen to 
you. Any suggestions and opinions are welcome. We want to know how to make your 
membership as enjoyable as we can, and make Kent a thriving community of enthusiastic 
conservers of garden plants. 

Ways to get in touch: 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/ktplantheritage/ 

Email: kentplantheritage@gmail.com 
Twitter: @ktplantheritage 

Telephone: (tba after AGM!) 


